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With headlines throughout the nation 
today screaming results of war activity on 
widely-scattered battle fronts of the world, 
and editorial pages pleading for increased 
conservation of materials essential in pro- 
duction of supplies for the vast armies of 
the United Nations, publication staffs in 
some schools in various parts of tho coune 
try are faced with the prospect of sharp 
curtailment or even complete abandonment of 
their programs, 

Obviously 211 of us will be called on 
to make sacrifices before final victory can 
be achieved, ‘Ye shall all have to give up 
many things to which we have become so ac- 
customed that we can hardly envision life 
without them, But few of us would advocato 
dispensing with the daily newspapcr or our 
favorite magazine for the durntion, Why, 
then, singlo out the school publication as 
the proper place to inaugurote’ a program 
of consorvation of supplies? 

Small Amount of Paper Used 

As a simplo matter of mathematics, 
one edition of a printed four-page school 
newspaper may use 1,000 shocts, cach scarce 
ly largor than a single pago of tho ordin- 
ary daily paper, Should the paper be pube 
lished bi-weekly, it may be issued cight- 
een times in a school year, using 18,000 
sheets, Transferred to terms of the daily 
paper, this means that an average school 
bi-weekly uses no more paper in an entire 
school year than is used in 1,000 copics 
of a regular 18=page newspaper, The fact 
that such a minute share of the paper sup- 
ply is needod cach year for this onc schole 
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astic publication is made infinitely 
more impressive when we remember that 
in 1940 tho 1998 daily newspapers in 
the United States had a total circula-e 
tion of nearly 41,000,000, an average 
daily circulation of more than 20,000 
for cach paper, 

Yet, despite the favorable statise 
tics, in all probability there will be 
an incrcasingly insistent demand for cure 
tailmont of tho school publications proe 
gram; wo shall continuo to hear from 
a shortesightod fow whoso rmisguidod 
senso of duty leads thom to advocate 
"savings" which could, at lcast, bo no 
moro than a tiny drop in an immonse bucke 
et of cconomy, 

To belittle tho magnitudo of the 
student publication movomont is not tho 
motive of such comparisons, In fact, 
advisors accustomed to think strictly 
in terms of thoir own noeds would une 
doubtedly bo amazod at the amount of pa- 
por used by all tho scholastic journale 
ists in tho country. No longer is tho 
school publication a toddling infant; it 
has definitely dovolopod into robust oe 
dulthood, 

CSPA Has Wartime Goal 

Today's widespread interest in 
school publications and tho present high 
standards set for studont journalistic 
and litcorary writing are duo in large 
moasure to tho overeholpful activity of 
the Columbia Scholastic Pross Association 
Proud of its past contributions to a wore 
thy cause, tho Association now looks toe 












ward a wartime gonl of helping publicn e 
tions to sharo in the war effort, not 
through tho negative procedure of curtail- 
ment or abandoment, but through positive 
action, 

All publications advisers can hcolp 
in the presorvation of tho presont high 
standards of student journalism by bring- 
ing to tho attontion of administrators tho 
statistics of relative saving as applicd 
to any particular commnity or section, 
More than this is roquired, howovor, if tho 
point is to be supported, A definito pro- 
gram of action in keeping with the tines 
must be evolved for each publication, 

Cortainly no such plan nood bo brought 
to the attention of many schools, and noth-= 
ing which can be suggested will bo rcally 
now since some staffs in all parts of tho 
country have alroady initiated o vory dof} 
in-te program of their own, 

Suggestions for o Program 

Publicizing the school's participa = 

tion in all branches of war activity is 





































































































Complote data about evory student, graducto 
and teacher who is sorving the country must 
be givon priority, Information about stue 
dent or faculty-attended classcs in tho man 
varicd phases of Civilian Defonse must find 
a placc in todayts school publication, Nows 
and foa turos doaling with the school's pre 
cautions and drills for air raids arc ine 
dispensable to complete coverage, Practia« 
cal messages of democractic idoals should 
be prominently and froquently featured on 
the up-to-tho-minuto oditorial page, 

Of equal importance is the roquirce 
ment that space be given ovor to publici-= 
ty coneorning sclos of War Stamps and 
Bonds. In fact, o mjor rolo in promotion 
of such salcs must be assumed by the publie 
cation staff when no othcr organization can 
or will take the rosponsibility, A liko a 
tidudoe should be taken toward tho conscrvae 
tion and salvago campaign approved by the 
nation's defenso agoncics, 

Furthermoro, rogardless of normal ree 
strictions on publicity for those activi - 
tics which lie wholly or principally oute 
sido the school, space should be frecly ale 
located to drivos for funds by such organe 
izations as the Red Cross or the U.S.0,. On-= 
ly by contributing thus cana schodlts 
journalists give their publication a vie 
tol and diroct share in today's civic afe~ 
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an absolutely ossential part of the program 











fairs, 

Yet another way in which the alert 
school publication can make its contri - 
bution to the general war effort is 
through the establishment of a free mile 
ing list for all graduates, former stu= 
dents, or teachers now serving in the 
armed forces, If the expense for addi-e 
tional copies and postage appears to be 
too great a financial burden, a solu e- 
tion lies in temporary elimination of 
exchanges in sufficient numbers to proe 
vide for the new addresseos, Should even 
this prove impractical or insufficiont to 
satisfy the neods, no doubt some special 
campaign or school affair could be are 
ranged to defray all additional expense, 

Serving the Student Body 

Prosonting in full the usual active 
itios of the school is of primo importe 
ance in all efforts to mako the student 
publication a real force in school and 
community, Boys and girls aro still ine 
terested chicfly in the evonts in which 
thoy themsclvos play a major part, To 
most of thom tho actual war romains sube 
ordinate to their immediate activities: 
athlotic contests, asscmblics, class pare 
tios, forensic, music, or literary ofs= 
forts, Tho publication staff must, to 
& largo oxtont, match its policios with 
the tompor of tho students, At tho samo 
timc, a detorminod effort must be mode 
to diroct studont thought by rolating, 
whenever possiblo, national and internae 
tional ovents to school life by omphnasize 
ing tho many lessons of horoism and sa = 
crifice, and by publicizing to the full 
practical illustrations of tho workings 
of democracy as contrastod with opposing 
points of viow, 

Only by adopting somo program of pose 
itive, worthwhilo action can a group of 
studont writers mako thoir publication ao 
force to build and maintain moralo, both 
in the school and in tho community, In 
any such capacity it will becomo a nocose 
sity rather than a starting point for save 
ing paper. 

Economiz ing 

Still to be considcrod, naturally, 
is tho mttor of finances, In ovory loe 
cality somo usually roliablo sourcos of 
advertising revonue will bo cut off dure 
ing those days when prioritics make it 
impossible to buy or soll cortain itoms, 
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The aggressive business staff will sock 
new accounts to compensate for those ten= 
porarily lost. And, of course, economies 
which were unnecessary in normal tines 
must be practiced, Elimination of a share 
of exchanges, wrapping the papers to be 
mailed instead of sending them out in eu 
velopes, delivereing bills to merchants in 
person instead of mailing them, borrowing 
engravings whenever possible == all these 
are methods of helping make up any deficit 
in advertising revenue. Even raising the 
subscription price for the duration may be 
a necessary step in some cases, 

Whatever the cost, the school publi - 
cation should be continued as a real con 
tribution of the school to promotion of 
tho war offort, 


C.S.PeAsA. OFFICERS FOR 1942~1944 


Officers elected at the amnual busi- 
ness meeting of the CSPAA held at Columbia 
University on March 14, 1942 to serve until] 
1944 included: President, J.W. Beattie, Ad 
viser to the Mirror, Palmer High School, 
Palmerton, Pa.; First Vice=Pres., Helen 


M=-E. McCarthy, Adviser, The Centralite, 
Central High School, Providence, R,. Iig 
Second Vice-Pres.,, Rowena Harvey, Ade= 
viser, South Side Times, South Side High, 
Fort Wayne, Ind.zy Third Vice~Pres,, Mar= 
guerite M, Herr, Adviser, Hi Rocket, Dur- 
ham, N.C., Highs; and Secretary-Treasurer, 
Ernestine Robinson, Adviser, Glen = Nor 
Crier, Glen = Nor, Pa, 


DIRECTOR MURPHY HONORED 


Members of the Advisers Association 
will be interested to learn tit the hone 
orary degree, Litt.D., was conferred 
upon the CSPA Director by Arnold College 
in New Haven on April 24, The Citation 
read, in part, "In appreciation of the 
great efforts of Joseph M,. Murphy in proe 
moting an interest in and developing bet~= 
ter standards of journalism among school 
editors, which is bound to ‘con’¢€ibuto 
ultimately to the improvement of our free 
American presSy..e" This is the second 
time this year that an honorary degree 
has been conferred upon @ person identi-= 
fied with the $ehool press field, 


STATE MEMBERSHIP, COLUMBIA SCHOLASTIC PRESS ADVISERS ASSOCIATION, April 1, 1942 


Alabama Maine 


Oklahoma 


Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticutt 4 
Delaware 
District=-C olumbia 
Florida 
Georgia 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
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Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Jersey 
New Hampshire 
New Mexico 
New York 195 
North Carolina 19 
North Dakota 1 
Ohio 27 
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Oregon 
Pennsylvania 10 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Alaska 

Canada 

Hawaii 


TOTAL 
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is your publication entered? 
THE EIGHT ANNUAL C.S.P.A. 


* 

\ YEARBOOK CRITIQUE AND CONTEST 3 3 3. 
' Deadline: July 1,1942 
t 

* 


DON'T miss this opportunity!* 








